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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH OF THE 
REV. JONATHAN FRENCH, » 


Tue Rev. JonatHan FrENcuH, 
descended from ancestors emi- 
nent for that evangelical faith and 
practice, which distinguished ma- 
ny of the fathers of New-Eng- 
land, was born at Braintree, on 
the 30th of January, 1740. He 
lived with his parents, following 
the occupation of his father, who 
was a farmer, till he was about 
seventeen years old. At this time 
he enlisted asa private soldier, 
in the army employed against the 
French/and Indians, and in March 
1757, repaired to fort Edward. 
In August following, he was ta- 
ken with the small-pox, and on 
his recovery from’ thatdisorder, 
being seized with’ the*fever and 


ague, he was unable to perform: 


duty, obtained a discharge, and 
returned home in October. 


The tumult and temptations of 
the camp did not obliterate the 
serious instructions, which he 
had received from his pious pa- 
rents, It appears from his jour- 
nal, that he was observant of re- 
ligious duties, and that he gladly 
improved every opportunity to 
attend public nl He con- 
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stantly made. a. memorandum of 
the texts, which were used. by 
the chaplains, and other minis- 
ters, who oceasionally visited thes 
army. J 






Seams ae his Satria he was 


the capacity of sergeant. As the 
superior officers. were often ab- 
sent, the chief care of the:garri- 
son in such, case, devolved upon 
Mr. French; so that thé: office 
he sustained was then of consid- 
erable importance to’ so young a 
man. He had also the cure of 
the sutler’s store. 


Twice, during his residence 
on this island, his life- was in 
great jeopardy. » 


An Indians, who.was a servant 
at the castle, applied to him at 
the store, ona certain, time, for 
some rum, which he refused to 
let him have ; supposing, from 
his appearance, that he had al- 
ready drank more than was prop- 


er. A few daysafter, ashe was 
walking alone, he met the In- 


dian, who advanced towards him 
in a menacing attitude, with a 
drawn knife. There being no 


way to avoid an encounter, he 
took what advantage he could of 
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the ground, which was sleping, 
and, by a sudden and vigorous 
Stroke with his foot against the 
heels, atid his hand against the 


neck of the Indian, brought him > 


to the earth. Seizing a hoop- 
le, which, providentially, lay 







/ ear, he threatened the Indian’s 


fe, unless he would solemnly 
promise to conduct well for the 


future. The Indian seemed to 
be overwhelmed with astonish- 


ment that he should, on any con- 
dition, spare him, and ever after, 


_With the’ liveliest gratitude, as if 
‘he owed his life to Mr. French, 


was ready, on all occasions, to do 
him any service in his power. 


In the other instante, an Indian 


‘prisoner had fond means to es- 


from confinement ; But, not 
being able to get clear of the 


» guard, which pursued him, he 


resorted to a narrow passage in 
the castle, and, having previous- 
ly armed himself with a large 
club, swore~he would kill any 
one, who should attempt to take 
him. ‘Mr. French was directed 
to conduct a file of men ‘to the 
place and sieze him ; but none of 
the soldiers had courage to ap- 
proach him under such circum- 
stances. Mr. French, being at 
that time small of stature, was 
not eyed with so much fear by 
the Indian, as were his soldiers. 
While he was talking to his men, 
and giving them directions, he 
watched for an opportunity,which 
he presently had, when the In- 
dian’s attention was somewhat 
diverted, and, springing, with 
much agility, a number of feet, 
caught hold of the club, and, in 
a moment, with the assistance of 
his soldiers, secured the prisoner. 

Whilé at the castle, he was 
honoured with the ‘acquaintance 


him in€ 
what was to be done, as soon as 


and friendship of many literary 
and other spect ble characters 
in Boston and its vicinity. From 
childhood he had a fondness for 
books, and sedulowsly improved 
in this situation the advantages, 
which refined society, and his 
opportunities for reading, afford- 
ed. For:mathematical and phi- 
losophical researches he had a 
natural propensity. He, howev- 
er, devoted his leisure principal- 
ly to the study of physic and’sur- 
gery ; contemplating the healing 
art, for a considerable timé; as 
the profession he was to follow 
in life. To this the benevolent 
bias’ of his ‘mind strongly toed 
him, and his station -at'the § iT 
rison was favourable for gaining 
the necessary instruction: % 
der the direction of the surgeon 
of this post, an English gentle- 
man, by the name of Crosier, if 
the writer mistake not, and the 
friendly aid of doctors Whitworth 
and Jeffries, he soon made such 
proficiency in the acquirement 
of medical knowledge, and’ had 
so much the confidence of the 
faculty, that the medicines and 
care of the sick were often in- 
trusted solely to him. 

He was ever a man of great 
resolution ‘and — perseverance ; 
and it lways a maxim with 

ee station of Jife,'to do 












he consistently could. No small 
difficulties nor dangers ever de- 


terred him from the discharge of 


duty. ‘Fhe following anecdote is 
offered as an exemplification of 
this trait in his character. © 

A man belonging to the garri- 
son’ was afflicted with a danger- 
ous ulcer. Mr. French, on é€x- 
amining it, found there were’ap- 


‘pearances ofa mortification, "He 
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him. He had even 
_ed to the advice of. 
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repaired to the medicine chest; 
but, on searching, could find no 
such dressitgs 48 he thought the 


case - required. ‘Thi surgeon, 
who had been expected, was un- 
able to come by reason of a sud- 
den change in the weather, which 
had so frozen the water in Bos- 
ton harbour, as to prevent the 
passing of a boat, but not so as 
to make it safe for any one on 
foot. Mr. French not being able 
to procure a man,’ who was wil- 
ling to venture over, in his zeal, 
furnished himself with a pole, 
and, holding it horizontally, that 
it might facilitate his getting out 
if he should fall through the ice, 
travelled to Boston, though often 
imp great danger; procured the 
Mecessary articles, returned, and 
Was undoubtedly the i instrument, 
under providence, of saving the 
_ patient’s life. 

The physicians befere men- 
tioned, particularly, recommen- 
ded it toy him to pursue the pro- 
fession he had contemplated, and 
promised to afford him every aid 
»in their power towards, his estab- 
lishment in Boston. They con- 
sidered him as having peculiar 
talents for eminence in that line ; 







but the great Head of the church 


had other . purposes, respecting 

r listen- 
pads, as to 
determine upon a settlement in 
the practice of physic, and to en- 
terinto.a family state ; having, 
for about four years, formed an 
acquaintance witha view to mar- 
riage, with the lady, who after- 
wards became the companion of 
ms: life. Lode 

» About this time,’ however, he 
ieaivenk: such ‘é€ncouragement 
from several literary friends, as 
ded him to resolve upon a colle- 


PY oh 


giate education. The Tady, to | 
whom he was engaged, coner ir - 
red with him in the plan, and), 
urged him to perseverance.in ity) 
as she thought it afforded a pros=" 
pect of his greater usefulness in” 
life. ae 
Messrs. Davis pi Phi lips 
ps were chaplins at the castle 







the Governor, In 

with books for the purpose. a ¥ vig’ wr 
He continued at Castle Lie 

liam, discharging the duties of fPges 

his station, till ready to com- cy ae 









mence his residence at college. 
On the last day of his service at, . 
the garrison, he waited on 1 e* 


governour and other com je 
as commanding officer for the 
day, gave up his commission, ” 
presented his sword to his suc- 
cessor, repaired t rvard uni- 
versity, became subject. to au- 
thority, and, in the evening, rung 
the bell as butler’s freshman. 
Being considerably advanced 
in years, he was, indulged with 
greater intimacy, with, the offi- 
cers of college, and other, gentle- 
men of Cambridge, than is usual 
for under-graduates, and he pos- 
sessed, in an uncommon degree, 
the confidence and friendship of 
his instructors and fellow-stu- 
dents... While a member of this 
institution, he took great satis- 
faction in. visiting the clergy of 
the vicinity. He also associated 
much with persons of piety, and 
especially with the serious young 





gentlemen of the college, for 
purposes of devotion and relig- 


ious improvement. | 
He often remarked, .that, hav- 
ing had the command of others, 
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he wis taneh* impressed with a 
sense of the necessity of order 
and subordination ; and no one 


- ver seta better example of obe- 


ence to the agovernment of a 
college. He was distinguished, 
“not fly for conformity to the 
Ta vs of the seminary; for a dili- 
lent atfention to study, but was 
gnbject. to no fine nor censure 
during his collegiate life. 

He was graduated, in 1771, 





Phy butistill continued at Cambridge, 


where he devoted Himself to: the 
study of divinity. He now resi- 
» @ed'in the family of Mrs. Hol- 
yoke, whoshonoured him with 
her friendship, as her husband, 
the president, in” his life, had 
also done. tik 


- While an anderipridualy Mr. 
are Bee 


ch was one of the most ac- 


4 ore and -most. skilful members 


of a private anatomical society, 
which was in existence for many 
years previous to the present re- 
spectable establishment, which is 
under the direction of Dr. John 
Warren. . This society is said 
to have been destroyed about the 
year, 1784. 

His name also, appears among 
the projectors of a once private 
jiterary society, within the walls 
of Harvard, which was of advan- 
tage to many before the profess- 
orship of rhetorick. and oratory 
was founded. 

Mr. French’s prospects would 
have been. flattering, as to this 
world, if he had finally determin- 
ed onthe profession, which he 
originally had in view. But hay- 
ing by the. kindness of heaven, 
opine a public education, and 
Siven himse!f up to his divine 
Lord and Master, he glowed with 
zeal to be employed in his ser- 
yice for. the good of precious and 


Biographical Sketch of the Rev. Jonathan French, 


_ cross. 





[ Funs, 


immortal souls. . NoPweriy 
emoluments could have 
him, like the mi st 

‘This. vas he ee) | 
ject of his heart ; “and, for dis- 
tinguished usefulness in this no- 
ble and‘ important, but arduous 
and ‘self-humbling employment, 
he was eminently qualified. 

His desire and intention were 

to have spent his life, as a mis- 
sionary among the poor. natives 
of the wilderness ; but solicita- 
tions from Andover, and. other 
places, to preach as a candidate, — 
induced him to relinguish that 
purpose. After preaching for 
some time in the south parish of 
Andover, he received the unite 
invitation ef theschurch and con 
gregation, to, take the ‘oral 
oversight of them ; and was, ac- 
cordingly, ordained on the 22d 
of September, 1772. 
. Having entered on the duties 
of his parochial charge, . he. was 
married to Miss Abigail Rich- 
ards, 26th August, 1773. Her 
father, Benjamin Richards, was 
a physician, in Weymouth, ad- 
joining Braintree, who was emi- 
nent for his skill in the treatment 
of the throat distemper ; a disor- 
der, which first appeared in New- 
England, in 1735. . Her mother 
was ‘Abigail, the voungest of the 
children prim Thayer, of 
whose .faraily some account has 
already been given. . The par- 
enis.of Mrs. French, like those 
of her excellent. husband, were 
esteemed, in their day, as _pat- 
terns of piety. 

Mr. French’s ministry: was la- 
bori ious, as his patish was exten- 
sive ; and, unless prevented) by 
ill health, he was assiduous in the 
performance of duty, both pub- 
lick and private. . His sermons 
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were -usual written at large, 





former pateaf his ministry. - He 
wrote more discourses, than the 
generality of his contemporaries, 
but did not number them after 
he had completed a thousand. 
For many years he was in the 
habit of writing and delivering’ an 
exposition. upon the. chapters 
which he read, from sabbath to 
sabbath, to his. congregation. 
This was ever a very acceptable 
source of instruction. to his hear- 
ers. His occasional, publications 
were .respectable » productions ; : 
but,his-great object in preparing 
to address his people, was to be 


useful rather than elegant ;. and 


offer the plain and momentous 
truths of the gospel in a language 
which all might understand. His 
time: was ever. too-much occupi- 


ed about the numerous and press- 


ing duties of his station, to be 
very particular:as to the embel- 
lishments of styles. His manner 
of preaching was serious, solemn 
and impressive. He had a strong, 
pleasant, and. piercing voice, 
which he well knew how to man- 
age. .He was strongly solicited, 
some years since, to furnish for 
the press; a volume of his. ser- 
mons; but a multipli¢ity of cares 
precluded him: the opportunity. 
The baptisms during his min- 
istry, amounted to 1444; and 






the admissions into his church,. 


including forty-seven from other 
churches, to 506... The greatest 
number admitted in one year was 
thirty-five, in 1773, besides ele- 
-verm from sister’churches. 

He annually -catechised the 
‘children. in the seven school dis- 
tricts, into whicir his parish was 
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. spiritual. 








divided. ; and.alwayswusedth 
sembly’s Catechism, “which, h 
preferred before any other.. His 
discourse to the Jambs of ~ his 
flock,.on,.such asions, was. ré 
markably . appropriate and. im 
pressive, and in several’ instances, _ 
had considerable éffect, not only 
on. the children, but on, their 
rents, from the account ine 
which they gave to. their parents. 
There were: some instances / 

10 dated their awa 





ings from this source. bet sale 
_. Twice a'year, he: formallysyis- 
ited all, the schools in_ his wie 


His ardent supplications | to the 
throne of grace, . and his. tender 
addresses to,these little nurseries 
of scicnce,. mat 
upommany, which will nev 
forgotten. He frequently pre 
“ed lectures in. various placesiiall 
mong the people of his charge,” 
and: to the young gentlemen of 
Phillips’ Academy» Of this high- 
ly respectable. sdlibary he ..was, 
from its establishment, to the day 
of his death, one of the trustees, 
and also the clerk of. the: board.. 
He was servictable to his peo- 
ple as a. physician, especially in 
the early periods of his ministry, 
when there. were not.many> of 
this. profession.in that»part-of the - 
country, His attentions, howev- 
er,in this character, and his med- 
icines, were always. gratuitous. 
Seldom. was any munister ever 







‘more universally belovedy:es- 


teemed, and) venerated by his 
parishioners, than «was). Mr. 


French. . They constantly appli- 


ed to him for counsel. in all their 
difficulties; wergee as well 





Having: in early life talfen the 
sword in defence, and to secure 
the rights, he was ever an ardent 
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friend of his country. During 
the revolutionary war, he exerted 
his influence, and did much to 


» éncourage his people in the noble 


cause of liberty and indepen- 
dence. Ais hearing of the battle, 
as it ly called, of Bun- 
<s fill, he immediatetly set 
‘with his gun and surgical in- 
struments for the army. Al- 
though he did not reach the 
heights of Charléstown soon 
éncugh to use the former ; yet, 
for the latter, he was in season 
to have occasion, and was of much 
assistance in dressing and bind- 
ing up the wounds of those, who 
had bled in that severe engage- 
ment. 
Mr. French 
agement in his 
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“many of the faithful servants of 


the Redeemer have not. The 
Jeading characters in his parish, 
were persons of exemplary piety. 
They streneameres his hands by 
their liberalbestowments upon 
him and his family and they gave 
him, and the cause, in which he 
was embarked, the weight of 
their influence. 

No minister was ever more 


given to hospitality than was the 


subject of these memoirs. His 
‘social and friendly disposition en- 
deared him to all his acquain- 
tances, Though, from his situ- 
ation, and the lively interest he 
took in the literary and religious 
institutions within the limits of 
his parish, his life was a continu- 
ed scene of fatigue; yet at al- 
most all seasons he was remark- 
ably cheerful, entertaining, and 






ape ccive. His company was 


eerly sought by the young and 
the old, and his house was the 
abode of friendship, harmony and 
léve. “ All, who resorted to his 


hospitable m » were certain 
of a most Sagi 


He. low'd hie'Triends with such 2 
warmth oi heart, ~ 

So clear of interest, so devoid of art; 

Such generous freedom, such unsha- 
ken zeal— 


No words can speak it, but our tears 
may tell.” 


Mr. French was also much es- 
teemed by the churches of New- 
England, as a wise, prudent, and 
judicious counsellor, and was of- 
ten instrumental of settling un- 
happy ecclesiastical difficulties. 
During his ministry, he. received 
seventy-eight letters missive, in- 
viting him to attend ordaining 
and other councils. Many young 
gentlemen, preparing for — 
gospel ministry, had the benefit 
of his instructions and the use of 
his library ; ; and these were, in 
every instance, gratuitous. With 
respect to the ministry, it was an 
opinion with him, which he often 
expressed, that all candidates for 
it, in‘a manner, had very inade- 
quate ideas of its arduous duties, 
and great trials ; that they, who 
entered it with a view to pro- 
mote Christ’s kingdom and the 
good of souls, would be willing, 
relying on the sufficiency of di- 
vine zrace, to bear its trials ; and 
that they»: o engaged init ‘with 
a view merely to a subsistence 
and to wildly ease, would de- 
serve, as they might expect, to 
find themselves under a great 
mistake. 

In religious sentiment, he was 
decidedly such a Calvinist as the 
first fathers of New-England. 
Watts and Doddridge were his 
favourite authors. Though he 
was never fond of controversy, 
and had charity for many, who 
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differed from him in opinion ; 
yet he was ‘much averse from 
those extremes, - which have di- 
vided the christian world. Ina 
particular manner, he. viewed, 
with painful emotions, that laxity 
of sentiment, which has, of late 
years, made such an alarming 
progress. 

On the mysterious subjects of 
the gospel, he thought,it wrong 
to attempt to be wise above what 
is written. What God had de- 
clared, he maintained, was to be 
implicitly believed, notwithstand- 


ing it might not be comprehend- 


ed by finite minds. 
He sought instruction and im- 
yrovement from the best sources 
je could find. It appears by 


some letters, discovered among 
his papers, that he was favoured 


with an epistolary correspon- 
dence, on religious subjects, with 
the late president Edwards. 

He had a happy faculty of si- 


-Tencing the cavils of the censori- 


ous and supercilious. A person 
of this character, once interroga- 
ting him, with a captious spirit, 
about some of the most abstruse 
points in religion, he said to the 
inquirer, do not the scriptures 
explain these great truths to your 
satisfaction? to which he replied, 
they do not. Surely, then, said 


‘Mz. French, you cannot suppose 


that lam able to explain them. 
These are the revealed truths of 
God’s word ; and, as such, are to 


‘be received ahd believed, rr a 
ly 


neither you nor I may hope fu 
to understand them in this world. 
His different situations and oc- 


" cupations in life, were conducive 


to his acquiring a more, than or- 


‘dinary knowledge of human na- 


ture. 












His temper was natin : Ny r 

but he was. enabled, by the. 

cious influence of the gospel up- 
on his heart, to exhibit, on ci ie 
most trying occasions, as z f f- 
possession. His sensibiliti 7 
uncommonly keen. Wh 
called to scenes of distress, his 
sympathy was instantly seaie ; ; 
yet he ever had so far a self- 
command. ut at he, was Pee like 
a workman, w | 


at y 
- 






manner, to administer the pele 
of consolation. 
When addressing his. beloved 
church, at the communion table ; 
king to the sons and 
5 Oj alt Hiction ;..0r, when 
reaching upon | some of the most 
tnteFesthie truths of the 
he often remarked, that it w Te 
with the greatest difficulty 














could, in his own apprehension, | 


attempt to utter a word, so ten- 
derly was he affected ; yet, he 
would express himself in a man- 
ner, sq happily adapted to the oc- 
casion, that he seemed like one 
inspired. His words were like 
apfiles of goldin pictures of, sil- 
ver. 

On the evening before his 
death, he agreed with professor 
Woods, that the conference 
meetings of the young gentle- 
men of the Theological seminary, 
and those among his parishoners, 
should be united, as there was al- 
ready a hopeful and increasing 
attention to religion in the place, 
and as they mutually thought 
greater benefit would result from 
such a union. Thus, so lor 
he had the power, he spent 
life in the service of his Master. 

On the morning after.this con- 
yersation, he was suddenly at- 
tacked with a paralytick affec- 
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tion. During the day he was 
able to say but little, which could 
be understood ; but, at some lu- 
cid intervals, had so far the exer- 
cise of his reason and speech, as 
to give testimony to the truth of 
the gospel he had preached,’ and 
to express a becoming resigna- 
tion to the will of God. Doctor 
Griffin prayed with him a little 
before the last scene; for which 
he expressed his: thanks, in bro- 
ken language, to the professor, 
and fell asleep in Jesus. 


“Self Knowledge. = (June. 


. He died on Friday, the 28th of 
July, 1809, in the« seventieth 
year of his age, and the thirty- 
seventh of his ministry. His 
funeral was attended on the Mon- 
day following, by a numerous 
concourse of people, in whose 
countenances it was plainly de- 
picted how greatly they sorrow- 
ed, that they. should hang upon 
his lips, ‘that they should profit 
by his instructions, and that they 


should see his face no more. 
(Abridged from Alden’s Collections.) 


; 


ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS. 


OD > Cie 


For the Columbia Magazine. 


KNOW THYSELF. 


God has distinguished man 
from the other. orders of crea- 
tion, by giving him a rational 
and amoral nature. These ele- 
mentary parts of his constitution 
were, doubtless, designed for 
mutual aid in qualifying him for 
the discharge of-duty: °‘But be- 
fore the intellectual and sensitive 
powers of the human mind can 
become: reciprocally’ useful - to 
this end, conscience’ must be 
formed to regulate their opera- 
lions, to become the proper bond 
of coalescence between: the un- 
derstanding and the feeling, be- 
tween the head and heart.» This 
none will doubt. For pure in- 
a. has respect to merely 

ulative science ;» whereas, 
conscience has respect to practi- 
cal dutigs. If he were incapable 
of feeling, man might, therefore, 
forever wander over all the re- 


gions of speculative knowledge 
without adding one particle to 
his own or others. wisdom, or 
imparting from his own frozen 
bosom, one solitary gleam of hap- 
piness. On the other hand, were 
he destitute of reason and sus- 
ceptible of feeling only, he would 
seldom feel justly, and his mise- 
ry might be acute in proportion 
as his feeling’ was exquisite. 
‘Reason unblessed by the mild 
‘and genial influences of moral 
feeling, isga black and chilling 
‘soil, unable to’ quicken and nour- 
ish those seeds of virtue, which, 
if destined to flourish in immor- 
tality, must be planted in the 
heart. This is the repository of 
moral principle. Here, under 
the sun-beams of divine illumin- 
-ation, vegetate, expand and ripen 
those original gems of piety, of 
-holiness, love and obedience, 
which were overwhelmed by the 
poisonous luxuriance of sin after 
the apostacy of Adam, and which 
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will forever continue dormant 
and inert, until the life-giving 
spirit of grace and truth is shed 
abroad in the soul. Pure intel- 
lect has no capacity for that faith 
in atonement which binds the 
soul indissolubly to the mercy- 
seat, which sustains, and will ex- 
alt the spirit to unfading glory 
and ineffable delight, in that mo- 
mentous conflict, when all the 
purely intellectual acquirements 
shall be dissipated and forgotten ; 
when art and»science and philos- 
ophy shall no longer captivate 
the deluded soul. | 

The heart being thus that 
fountain from which flow the 
issnes of life eternal, is most 
worthy examination. It is ‘so, 
moreover, because, by such an 
examination only, can be gained 
true self knowledge. And, as 
conscience, in every breast, is 
the only rule by which this pro- 
cess of examination is regulated 
and accomplished ; and as it is 
this faculty alone of the human 
constitution that makes any ap- 
plication of rational or moral 
principles to practical duty; so, 
it is necessary for him, who 
would understand his own moral 
state and character and learn the 
various duties which are impo- 
sed by his various relations to in- 
vestigate. 4 

2. The:nature of Conscience. 
For,;;when he shall have exam- 
ined the ¢haracter of this moral 
principle; he cannot but discern 
its officé: and recognize its high 
superiority among the faculties 
ofthe human mind. Whether 
conscience be altogether an ori- 
ginalor an acquired faculty, there 
has beén much ingenious, though 
fruitless controversy, to deter- 
miney” It would, therefore, be 

Vol. 1. No. 11. 


indiscreet in us to agitate this 
point ; and on this subject it will 
suffice, barely to notice two er- 
roneous extremes, which should 
be avoided,. though both not 
equally dangerous. The one 
consists in phraseology, and is 
the error of calling conscience a 
moral instinet. What pure in- 
stinct partakes of a moral quality ? 
Besides, it differs from mere in- 
stinct, essentially, i in that it does 
not begin to act, and is, therefore, 
for a certain period useless, until 
along time after it has, upon 
such a supposition, an actual ex- 
istence ; which is:‘not consonant 
with the usual economy of the 
God of wisdom. Moreover, the 
moment it doés begin to act, its 
operations are regulated by the 
rational application of some ex- 
ternal rule; so that conscience 
approves or condemns an action, 
not from any inherent law which 
demands a decision previous to 
reflection, but because in the 
apprehension of reason it is com- 
manded or prohibited by the will 
of some superior. But the’ ani- 
mal instinct of irrational beings 
appears in fuil and complete 
perfection from their births ; and 
during no subsequent period of 
their existence is that. Imstinct 
controlled, in its operations, by 
the application of any external» 
rule ; consequently this original 
power is susceptible a little im- 
provement. 

But because it differs from 
pure instinct and does not appear 
aad begin to act with vigorous 
authority from the’ first moment 
of the infant’s birth, let none 
adopt the more absurd, impiou@ 

and atheistical conclusion, that 

conscience is, therefore, wholly 

an acquired and adscititious fac- 
Oo 
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ulty.. They, who assert this, 
would confer on “ good forturie” 
the glory of making men moral 
beings. As well might reason 
be declared wholly acquired be- 
cause her operations are imper- 
ceptible at births. ‘Time and 
culture will unfold ai/, but no- 
thing short of the infinite wis- 
dom of Almighty power can cre- 
ate one of the attributes of the 
human mind. It follows, then, 
that the essential principle of 
conscience is innate, a remnant 
of that moral law which was in- 
scribed upof the heart of Adam 
when he became a living soul. 
And that it is enrolled into actu- 
al conscience, in every man, ac- 
cording as his rational faculties 
are developed and improved. 
The suggestions of this princi- 
ple, in matters of duty, will be 
more or less peremptory, in pro- 
portion as the notions men enter- 
tain concerning the laws of God, 
are more or less orthodox and 
sacred. And these notions will 
remain inadequate and fluctua- 
ting, until the spirit of Christ 
bursts upon the heart. Undér 
the charitable influence of that 
redeeming spizit, conscience is 
enabled te discern the naked de- 
formity of sin, to perceive the 
beauty of holiness, and feel and 
sacknewledge the will of God to 
be the only law which gives sanc- 
tion and validity to whatever 
principles are applied for the di- 
recuon and government of mor- 
al conduct. But as the atti- 
butes of the human mind are i 
learned by their operations, th 
ure of conscience will be fur- 
ther discovered by considering, 
3. Its use and the rule of its de- 
cisiéns. Ina former essay, con- 
science, when unenlightened by 


the spirit of divine grace and 
truth, was shown to be an erro- 
neous guide in morals, because, 
blind to the just sovereignty of 
the King of Heaven, she would 
exalt and deify mere human opin- 
ion, or expedience and. make 
conformity with human notions 
of fitness, the formula of her de- 
cisions. Conscience, when reg- 
ulated by human prejudice and 
ignorance, isa false monitor of 
practical duty. The immutable 
and righteous will ‘| God musé 
be conscientiously acknowledged 
as the law, the basis and authori- 
ty of moral obligation, Who, 
then, shall legislate for the athe- 
ist, whose doctrines of morality 
are as false and pernicious, as his 
infidelity is monstrous and dam- 
ning—the athiest ! who, in the 
fabrication of his creed, drags 
the Almighty from the Heavens, 
subverts amd rends and scatters 
the fragments of his eternal 
throne, crowns blind chance with 
the diadem of creation, and stand- 
ing on the imagined ruins of 
beauty, order and Omnipotence, 
challengesthe black and congre- 
gated horrors of annihilation 
From the bible alone can be 
learned enough of the will and 
character of the Almighty to 
make that will the perfect rule of 
life. In all moral precepts issu- 
ing from human wisdom, there 
must forever remaim an incurable 
defect in the want of that authori- 
ty which robs them of their 
power over the conscience ; 
they are obligatory no farther 
than their reason is perceived ; 
and after the most intricate and 
ingenuous deductions of reason 
to render them authentic and es- 
tablish their inviolability, they are 
still but the language of man to 
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man, destitute of the high au- 
thority of law. In a well attest- 
ed revelation, we hear the mighty 
God, the Prince of peace, from 
his august tribunal, promulga- 
fing and interpreting his own 
laws. These no flesh may vio- 
late. with impunity ; they are 
positive injunctions, made doubly 
inviolate and sacred by the con- 
sideration of their divine origin- 
ation. Hence the pre-eminent 
dignity and value of that express 
Revelation which gives the 
knowledge of salvation by the re- 
mission of sins, through the tender 
mercy of our God, whereby the 
Day-Spring from on high hath 
visited us, to give light to them 
that sit in darkness and the shad- 
ow of death, to guide our feet in- 
to the way of peace. 

Had not sin entered the moral 
world, the pristine innocence of 
our first parents had preserved 
to their children thé beautiful 
record of that moral law which 
was indited by the finger of Hea- 
ven upon the hearts of the first 
created pair. Had not the per- 
fidious serpent been more artful 
than our mother Eve, the image 
of God upon’the human heart 
had not been demolished. by the 
ravages of sin, nor man required 
an external written revelation to 
rectify his conscience ; for, be- 
ing primitively’ and radically the 
same in all men, it would still 
have continued in every heart, 
as it was in Adam’s before his 
apostacy, exactly conformed to 
the will of God concerning mpr- 
al duty. But entering, sin dis- 
tributed death and woe, benumn- 
ed the noblest faculties of the 
soul, and, upon the wreck of 
man’s moral nature, invoked the 
curse of Jehovah. Vebarred 


the immediate society. ‘aot in- 
struction of the Most High, man 
now requires a particular ‘annun- 
ciation of the divine will to relu-. 


mine his benighted faculties and - 


teach his conscience to realize 
and contrast his primeval digni- 


ty and exaltation with his present» 


ignominy and abasement. And 
in this office appears most con- 
spiculously the great use of an 
enlightened conscience. It is this 
faculty alone .which can recog- 
nize the eternal verity that man 
was created in the image of God 
his Creator-—-while this, too, 
must agonize under the appalling 
conviction, that the children of 
men are now conceived in sin, 
and shapen in iniquity. Once 
unclouded reason, unimpeacha- 
ble integrity, unaffected holiness, 
were the constituents of the hu- 
man character—Truth and beau- 
ty, with mild and majestic efful- 
gence sat enthroned upon the 
human soul—love, -charity and 
joy ang errect delight beamed 
from each countenance—the des- 
ert smiled—the mountains ech- 
oed praiscs—the little hills re- 
joiced—and earth embosomed 
paradise. | Now, passion has 
marred and despoiled this moral 
beauty of the mind—primeval 
holiness and righteousness have 
become strangers and exiles in 
the earth—the land of Eden is 
unknown, and its inhabitants ex- 
patriated--nature, throughout her 
limits, shrinks and withers and 
expires beneath the enkindled 
indignation of the Almighty 
when he casts a burning glance 
upon a guilty world! In this re- 
view of human nature and con- 


dition, conscience, quickened and: . 


strengthened and transformed by 
the spirit of Christ, reassumes 
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360 
her original dignity and office, 
feels and vindicates the justice of 
divine displeasure, bewails the 
depravity of transeressors, and 
enjoins conformity to the offen- 
ded laws of God, by all the hopes 
and felicities of Heaven, by. all 
the despair and misery of Hell. 
Thus restored, Conscience. be- 
comes umpire over the dictates 
of the rational and sensitive na- 
ture of man. The unfolding in 
her bosom the warrant of her 
high prerogative, issued from the 
courts of Heaven and ratified by 
his seal, sits with stern, majeste- 
rial jurisdiction over all the prac- 
tical deliberations of reason, an- 
nouncing the reward of reconcil- 
lation and fidelity ; and inflict- 
ing the penalty of stubbornness 
and treachery. 


2 oe 
For the Columbia Magazine. 


VISITING THE. SICK 


AND DYING. 


ON 


There is not a more delicate, 
responsible and difficult duty de- 
volving on the clergy, than that 
which calls them to the death 
bed of one of their fellow men.— 
The season is so precious, and 
the instructions which he is 
bound to give so important, that 
every conscientious and sincere 
Minister must be anxious to dis- 
charge this duty, not only with 
fidelity, but with propriety and 
zeal, and in stch a,maniter as 
will be most likely to be useful 
to the dying; and improving to 
survivors. 

‘Ministers are often called to 
comfort the dying saint, and then 
how delightful is his labour of 
love ? how swect the privilege 


On visiting the Sick. 
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of beholdinge the triumphs of 
faith, and listetiing to the last 
testimony of the child of Jesus, 
to the reality and perfection of 
his salvation. 

In such a scene, there is no 
perplexity, no difficulty. The 
path of duty is clear. If the ex- 

iring saint should be involved 
in gloom and doubt, his minister 
does not hesitate to repeat and 
apply the most blessed promises 
of the gospel, to shew the am- 
ple provisions of grace in a cru- 
cified Saviour—the scriptures as- 
sist him to apply the balm of 
Gilead and to point with exulta- 
tion and firmiess to those passa- 
ges which are intended to support 
and comfort the friends of God 
in their passage through the 
dark valley and shadow of death. 

The Christian Minister feels 
himself in such a case, called up- 
on to discharge the holiest office 
of diity to "God and charity to 
man. .To him it is given to 
drop the balm of religion into 
the cup of death, and make it 
the draught of immortality. The 
good man, whose life and pro- 
fession have “ become the gospel,” 
may be animated, supported 
and encouraged by the word of 
life and the unsearchable riches 
of Christ—-Here there is no- 
thing to restrain the fervour of 
humanity and the dictates of 
love. 

But how is his situation re- 
versed when called to the death 
bed of an impenitent — sinner, 
whose life has been spent in the 
neglect of all religion, ._perhaps 
in gross immorality and, who has 
never felt the least solicitude for 
his soul until he comes to part 
from the world, who has made 
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no preparation for eternity until 
he trembles on its threshold. — 


It is at this moment, wlien all © 


hope of life is abandoned, when 
the mind is distracted with its 
propects, vhen friends aré weep- 
ing, that a clergyman is called to 
administer comfort to dying im- 
penitence and to offer the bless- 
ings of the gospel to those who 
have trampled on its institutions, 
ahd its grace. In such a scene 
where every feeling heart is suf- 
ficiently excited, the conscien- 
tious clergyman is perplexed 
with the clamorous demands, of 


surrounding friends, to soothe, 


to encourage and to bless, 

But oh, how often must he 
feel that the promises are inap- 
plicable, and that every essay at 
consolation may tend to deepen 
the delusion which it is his duty 
to dissipate. 

It is false humanity that in- 
duces many en such occasions to 
attempt to soothe and console. 
Ministers are bound to preach 
“ Christ crucified” —they have no 
consolation for impenitence and 
unbelief. The bible does not 
contain a sentence which, prop- 
erly applied and rightly under- 
stood, gives the least hope to 
any but those who are washed in 
the blood of “ the Lamb of God 
that TAKETH AWAY THE SINS OF 
THE WORLD.” 

What then isthe duty of the 
faithful minister in such circum- 
stances ? Is there nothing to be 
done? Is the fervour of Chris- 
tian benevolence to be wasted in 
ynavailing’ sympathy and grief ? 
No!—there is still encourage- 
ment to faithful preaching and 
to ardent prayer. While the 
soul has not forsaken its tene- 
ment of clay forever, we may 


hope that it may yet be plucked 
asa “ brand from the burning.” 
He who promised the expiring 
thief “ This’ day shalt thow be 


with me in paradise,” is “ mighty 


to save” in the last extremity. 


He has perhaps left this instance’ 
of his sovereign grace on record: 


that we should not despair. But 
so faras wé are concerned, we 
must be faithfulewe must ex- 
hibit truth in its most simple and 
naked attitude, and wait for the 
blessing of God. He who fro- 
fthecies over dry bones, must also 


fray“ Breathe and breathe up- 


on the slain that they may live.” 
tis avery different thing to 


soothe an awakened conecience and 


to save a fierishing soul. The 
one may be affected by delusive 

hope, by false doctrine, and by a 
misapplication of truth. The 
other is the woRK oF Gon,and is 
only consummated by the “ migh- 
ty workings of his grace.” We 
have no right to expect his bles- 
sing, but when we declare all his 
council. At the death bed of the 
sinner we must proclaim the 
way of salvation by the Redeem- 
er, and while we speak of the 
“ unsearchable riches of Christ’’ 


we must show that “ God will by. 


no means clear the guilty”’— 
those who are his enemies and 
die in their sins. - If our feelings 
betray us to misapp!ly the prom- 
ises, it will be evident that we 
have mistaken views, and that 
such benevolence as_ will induce 
us to comfort those whom the 
Spirit does not corffort, is cruel- 
ty—By dealing faithfully and 
honestly, we shall do more good 
to the dying ; and surviving 
witnesses will be more impress- 
ed, more improved. 
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It will teach them. the danger 
of delaying repentance. It will 
help to exhibit the evil of sin 
and the ruin which awaits the 
impenitent. 

Let Ministers, therefore, be 
faithful to the last. Let Christ 
crucified be the theme of their 
discourses in such a situation. 
While by the tenderest solici- 
tude and the most ardent suppli- | 
cation, they prove their sympa- 
thy and shew their earnest desire 
for their salvation. Oh let them 
improve this opportanity to ad- 
dress survivors and exhibit the 
ruin of sin. 

This subject suggests a very 
serious admonition to sinners,— 
to that class especially who are 
delaying their repentance and 
promising that they will attend 
to it at some future period. Mul- 
titudes hope to make their peace 
with God on a death bed, and 
to secure their immortal felicity, 
with the dregs of a life that has 
been devoted to sin—Buat how 
often does death snatch us away 
without a moment’s warning, 
without leaving the least * space 
for repentance”—If many die 
with wasting, lingering sickness, 
still how often is the mind dis- 
tressed and impaired, distracted 
with pain and apprehension, and 
utterly unable to summon its 
powers, or employ its faculties— 
how often is the past, and even 
the present, forgotten in horrid 
anticipations of the future—And 
can we expect eternal happi- 
ness upon this dark uncertainty ? 
Can we trifle thus with heaven’ 
and Hell? Let sinners who 
hope to prepare themselves for 
heaven in the last extremity of 


lifey remember that they are 
practically trampling on the sal- 
vation which they are promising 
themselves will be theirs. Will 
that dear Redeemer so kindly of- 
fered in the Gospel, be near 
them when heart and flesh fail, 


after a life spent in dishonoring’ 


his Word and despising his 
grace? And can you hope that 
the sympathy of Christian friends 
will be availing, when all the 


persuasions of the Gospel have 


been heard without emotion or 
effect.—Though ministers have 
encouragement to be faithful to 
the last, sinners have none to de- 
lay—For if the Righteous scarce- 
ly are saved, oh, where will the 
ungodly appear. | 
A. S. 
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If chance, by lonely contemplation 
led, 


Some kindred spirit shall inquire thy 


fate. RAY. 


In the charnel’s treasure lie 
many nameless and forgotten, 
who once hoped that the smiles 


of fortune would cheer the path 
of life and light them in honor to 
the tomb. Many unhappy victims 


of sorrow, whose bosoms cherish- 


ed the noblest sentiments, and 


whose souls were warmed with, 


the most generous feelings, have 
shrunk before the frowning ter- 
rors of the world. Though the 


proud, unfeeling heart may pass 


their grave, nor feel one manly 
throb, yet the © philanthropic 
breast bleeds over their untimely 
end. 
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The following is a narrative of 
one of those, who borne down 
with griefand woe, have sunk un- 
pitied to the grave. Jutia 
STANLY was the youngest daugh- 
ter of an able and respectable 
gentleman in the beautiful village 
of Z n. Early evincing a 
desire of knowledge, her parents 
spared no means to render her 
accomplished in every thing that 
adds dignity and loveliness to the 
female character.. At a proper 
age she was sent from home to 
school—having completed her 
education she returned to the 
arms of her indulgent relatives. 
She possessed a native modesty 
which prevented her from ac- 
quiring that knowledge of the 
world which would have turned 
her wayward feet from its en- 
tangling mazes. While basking 
in the smiles of innocence and 
fortune an attachment of a tender 
nature was formed with a young 

tleman of respectable char- 
acter. That natural sympathy 
which operates with magic influ- 
ence upon kindred souls soon 
told them that they loved. Ma- 
ny a halcyon day rolled round in 
his company, Wherever they 
went the face of nature seemed 
to wear a lovelier aspect for their 
reception. Peace and joy ap- 
peared to rustle in the gales that 
fanned them, and every scene to 
harmonize with their feelings. 
Her happiness was as complete 
as this tossing atem of a world 
can afford. But ol! how~ soon 
our brightest hopes are clouded. 
Her parents were opposed to 
their union, and their mandaics 
must be obeyed. Unwilling to 
make her and himself miserable 
by a continuance there, he sought 
a habitation in a distant place. 





J 


Not long after the separation, 
while all het tender feelings were 
awakened and in a proper state 
to be easily wrought upon, she 
became acquainted with a person 
of winning address, that quality 
which gains so many friends. 
She was not unmindful of his en- 
gaging manners and persuasive 
eloquence. Wrapped up in the 
mantle of dissimulation, with a 
smile as treacherous as the kiss 
of Judas, he wound himself in- 
to her favor. She imperceptibly 
lost that firmness she vainly be- 
lieved she possessed, and buoy- 
ant as the breath of love, yielded 
her bleeding heart to the tyrant’s 
chains. A year rolled round on 
silver axles, had near completed 
its course, since first he saw her, 
—still there was one thing which 
like a canker gnawed upon his 
peace——a -fear that her father 
would not consent to their union. 
Nor were his apprehensions un- 
grounded. No sooner was the 
request made than a veto was pro- 
nounced upon it-—The rejected 
lover formed in an evil hour the 
desperate resolution of tearing 
her from her. friends, her pa- 
rents and her home. A few 
weeks saw his scheme in ope- 
ration and himself the betrayer 
of an innocent girl. One even- 
ing as the sun setting in all his 
splendor, shed his lengthening 
beams upon the surrounding 
mountains that reared their heads 
as if to hide his blushing face 
from the disgraceful deed, he 
clandestinely drove a carriage to 
the door to bear awzy his love- 
ly prize. He led her half willing, 
yet almost fainting with fear to 
the vehicle of her destruction. 
A few heavy-winged houts waf- 


ted her from all she held dear ® 
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on earth, a hopeless victim of a 
monster dressed in the garb of 
Jove. Little did she think that 
she was embracing a painted 
sepulchre—What feeling heart 
can reflect without anguish up- 
on the hour when delusion’s 
muffi’d hand plucked the fair 
flower from its native soil and 
transplanted it to barren heaths, 
there to droop its head and 
die !—Having proceeded on his 
journey a considerable distance, 
and being weary of his charge, 
he resolved to leave her. In a 
forbidding manner he express- 
ed his intention. ’Twas the first 
ume she heard .a_ cruel. word 
from him. A_ freezing terror 
thrilled thro’ her veins. At that 
instant a deep sense of her de- 
plorable condition burst upon 
her mind, her faculties seemed 
suspended, He. gazed. upon 
her— A flush of conscious guilt 
mantled her cheek.—A deep si- 
lence ensued. At length in a 
voice to which a peal of thunder 
had been music.he sternly said— 
‘* Thou art a decciver—thou hast 
never loved me ;” his forbidding 
mien sealed her lips—she_utter- 
ed not a word, for she could not. 
‘This silence was a sufficient pre- 
tence.——* I now,’’ says he, “ leave 
you to your fate.” This awaked 
her from “ amazement’s iron 
trance.”” She found herself in 
a strange place, abandoned by 
bim to whom she had commit- 
ted her reputation and life. She 
Was too proud to give information 
to her friends, for O how could 
she bear to see that mother in 
whose breast she had planted a 
barbed pang, or meet that futher 
whose kindly care she had re- 
jected? Her spirits depressed, 


»her frame exhausted, she felt her 


dissolution drawing near. Not 
a tay of hope from heaven shot 
down into her soul—on the dark- 
ness that enveloped the sepul- 
chre, into whose gloom she was 
about to enter, no light was shed 
—all was dismal before her.--— 
Ah! how wretched is that soul 
that dies without an interest in 
Christ. A prey to the most cut- 
ting reflections, she found a hum- 
ble grave—* by strangers hon- 
or’d and by strangers mourned.” 
Thus those virtues which might 
have adorned the’ social circle, 
and those acquirements that 
might have graced “ Columbia’s 
pride” were lost to the world 
and their possessor lies unre- 
membered inthe tomb. From 
this melancholy example of hu- 
man weakness let every female 
reader learn an important lesson 
~—Jet each remember that, hada 
kind providence placed her ina 
similar condition she would have 
shared the same fate. Though 
the fictitious pages of a romance 
may have often called forth the 
sympathies of her nature, yet let 
her reflect that this unfortunate 
girl once experienced as pleas- 
ant prospects and as animating 
hopes as she. A lesson is fur- 
nished not only to the female rea- 
der, but tothe readers of every 
description. To see one whose 
story is interesUng die without 
any real ground of hope in Christ 
is a solemn spectacle. The 
thoughts of the awful sentence of 
God—*“ The soul that sinneth 
it shall die,” affects the mind, and 
we involuntarily shrink back from 


the scene. Approach her cham- 


ber of death—see her grappling 
with the king of terrors—ah i he 
is a grim messenger, indeed, 
reader, though the causes of 
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your death may differ from that 
of hers, yet if you are not an- 
chored upon the hope of glory 
through the Saviour you cannot 
ride out the dreadful storm that 
ushers you into the pleasure of 
your God.—How religion would 
have soothed her expiring soul 
and softened her dying pillow. 
It will no less soothe and soften 
yours,— 


‘* For see, on death’s hewild’ring wave, 
“The rainbow Hope arise, 

“¢ A bridge of glory o’er the grave, 
“ That leads beyond the skies,” 


If we have that true grace which 
is the gift of God, it is no mat- 
ter in what remote place we 
breathe out our soul in death. 
But how wretched is that man 
who, when the twilight of death 
gets in, sees nothing but an eter- 
nal night approaching—ah ! un- 
happy end !—what hope has the 
sinner in the hour of death? his 
strength on which he propped his 
life’ is gone, his affections that 
he pampered in héalth are sour- 
ces of misery—-his friends for- 
sake him—the deceiver of his 
soul throws keen reproaches in 
his face—-he has no friend—he 
has no hope—he has no Saviour 


Vot.I No. ll. 


--rhe has no comfort---black de- 
spair seizes him and ’tis a despair 


that tortures and agonizes—a de- 


spair that kills. Mercy hears his 
moans, her bosom bleeds to see 
his ravings, she hastens to pour 
into his soul the balm of consola- 
tion,—but ah! the blackness of 
darkness that is gathering upon 
his sinking Mfe, like the benum- 
ning touch of death, startles and 
appals'!—she turns---and with 


eyes streaming as they glance 


upon his desolated bosom——bids 
him farewell forever---forever ! 
that awful word lingers on his ear 
and cuts his hold to earth—see 
him fall—he sinks-——sinks—sinks 
---till gulphs unfathomed hide 
him out of view. And is it so? 
Was this her fate, whose story, 
Reader, you have now perused ? 
Tremble then for your doom. 
Let this sad tale be a warning, 
and in the wakeful hour of night, 
when the eye of God alone is 
upon you, give it an oecasional 
entrance into your thoughts. 

May he who has all hearts in 
his hand, preserve you from an 
end like hers and give you that 
triumph in death which results 
from an anticipation of heaven- 
ly bliss. - 

M. M. 
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 





A Narrative of the Revivat of 
Rexricion in the Reformed 
Dutch Church at Poughkeep- 
sie, under the fiastoral care of 
the Rev. Cornelius C. Cuuler. 
Addressed to+ the Classis of 
Poughkeepsie. 


Reverend Brethren, 


I communicate with pleasure, 
according to your request, an ac- 
count of the glorious work which 
the Lord has wrought in the 
Church and congregation com- 
mitted to my care. It has in- 
deed been a work which has 
been strongly marked as his own. 
No one else could have done it— 
his power and grace are abun- 
dantly manifest in it, and he shall 
have the glory of it ascribed to 
him.—In making the detail I 
shall be as precise and particular 
as circumstances will permit. 

During the year 1815, this 
church and congregation were 
in acold and distracted state—~ 
the hands of our praying people 
hung down, anc their heirts were 
heavy and sad—labour was a bur- 
den to me, and I had it in serious 
contemplation to give up my 
charge, and see whether the 
Lord had not work for me in 
some other part of his vineyard. 

The year 1814, opened with a 
more favourable prospect. The 
word and ordinances of God were 
better attended than usual, and 
we had from time to time some 
faint hope, some distant expecta- 
tion, that-a rood work had com- 
menced. One feason of our 


hope was, that our Wednesday 
evening prayer meeting, (which 
has been kept up. nearly all the 
time of my ministry,) became so 
crowded that we were obliged to 
remove from private houses to 
the church. In the month of 
April last another prayer meet- 
ing was opened in the church on 
Sabbath evenings, which has uni- 
formly been well attended. [It 
was laid aside of course for the 
winter season, when | preach in 
the evening ; but has again been 
resumed.| Both these meetings 
I have uniformly attended, when 
not absent from the place. From 
this time our praying people 
were considerably engaged. 
‘They were drawn out to pray 
specially to the Lord for a revi- 
val of his work. Through the 
last sumuner fears and hopes pre- 
dominated alternately. 
The last Sabbath in July, and 
the first and second Sabbaths in 
August I was absent. But the 
prayer mectings were continued, 
although they were not so well 
attended as usual On the even- 
ing of one of those days, I am 
informed that those who usually 
officiated in prayer were much 
depressed and discouraged---so 
much so, as to say to one another, 
i What will become of us ?” 
One of them intimated a hope, 
that the Lord would speedily vis- 
it us with a blessing. From this 
time we date the commencement 
of the revival, although there was 
no public appearance of it ull 
some time in November. From 
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this time there was great ar- 
dency in prayer, and strong de- 
sires for a blessing from the 
Lord-----Since November there 
have been prayer meetings ev- 
ery evening in the week, ex- 
cept when there was preaching ; 
I have uniformly attended them, 
and lectured from some passage 
of scripture. Except Wednes- 
day evenings, they have been held 
im private houses in different 
parts of the congregation. The 
private houses have been crowd- 
ed---At the Church there were 
generally from one to three hun- 
dred present; I have no doubt 
that the Lord has answered pray- 
erin this work. He has been 
earnestly sought by his people, 
and has evidently blessed them. 

It has been a pfreculiarty deep 
and solemn work. Our meetings 
have. generally been, literally 
houses of mourning---Never, un- 
der any. circumstances, have I 
seen such deep sorrow and hu- 
mility, I have seen a whole as- 
sembly, consisting of at least a 
hundred, sitting im tears before 
the exercises cofimenced, and 
during the exercises, moved to 
sobbing, so that I have felt afraid 
to proceed---This was equally the 
case under the promises of the 
gospel as under the terrors of 
the law----Indeed, mercy and 
grace appeared to have the most 
effect to move: I think that the 
consideration of God’s mercy and 
goodness to sinners, in sparing 
them, in restraining them, in pro- 
viding sucha Saviour, in shew- 
ing them their need of him, and 
making them willing and desi- 
rous of being saved by him, has 
caused more sorrow than all 
things else. I have seen or 
heard very little of the terrors of 
the Jaw. Their hearts have been 


too deeply humbled to be greatly 
terrified. They have generally 
very soon' been brought to feel 
what it is to have “a broken 
heart and a_ contrite spirit’’---- 
They have remarkably humb- 
ling views of thernselves---1 con- 
sider great humility of soul as 
distinguishing the work. 

The work has not been con- 
fined to any class of moral char- 
acter. 1 believe that as morab 
a man as Ll have ever known, 
has been a subject of its saving’ 
influence ;' and there are cer- 
tainly some of the vilest of the 
vile, who have been brought to 
hate sin, and love and practice 
holiness. There «re among the 
number, several of the votaries 
of pleasure who last year were 
gay and dissipated ; whose hearts 
vibrated to the notes of the vi- 
ol, and rejoiced in the follies of 
the ball room. Very few of 
those who have passed the mid- 
dleage. The work has chielly 
been among the young, and a 
considerable part of them have 
been my catechumens. There 
is among the converts, a man of 
seventy-four—He is a Canadian 
by birth, he can neither read nor 
write, speaks the English lan- 
suage very imperfectly, and was 
educated a Roman Catholic—I 
have seen a child of seven years 
of age, who has been considera- 
bly exercised, and another of nine 
who I hope has become savingly 
acquainted with the Redeemer— 
Aged sinners have been compara- 
tively but little affected. The 
most of the work has been among 
the middling ‘class in life, but 
there are instances in both ex- 
tremes—There are in one ex- 
treme, ten or twelve poor, illite- 
rate Africans, who are rejoicing 
in the hope of the gospel.—I- 
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thiopia is thus stretching out her 
hands unto God. 

With respect to doctrines, I 
would remark, that the whole 
truth as it is in Jesus, has been 
intended to be declared without 
any reference to the consequences 
which, mizht result from it— 
The total depravity of man ; the 
just judgment of God against 
him as a fallen and rebellious 
creature ; his entire inability to 
atone for sin, or, raise himself to 
the enjoyment of the favor of 
God; the necessity of a radical 
change by the superhatural ope- 
ration of the Holy Spirit ; Sod’s 
unspeakable love in the gift of 
the Saviour; the character, na- 
tures, offices; and work of the 
blessed Redeemer; God’s un- 
changeable and electing love ; 
his faithfulness in carrying on and 
completing~the work which he 
commences in the heart, fulfill- 
ing his own purposes ; the pecu- 
liar consolations of the gospel, 
and particularly its nice and ac- 
curate adaptedness to the sever- 
al situations ii) which poor sin- 
ners find themselves ; the expe- 
tience of God’s children under 
various circumstances; the mis- 
ery and danger which attend a 
continuance in sin; the awful 
state of the wicked in eternity; 
and the blessedness of the re- 
deemed, are all subjects which 
have been called upon, elucidated 
and enforced—The evidences. of 
a gracious state, have also fre- 
quently been elucidated, and care 
has been taken to do away those 
false. impressions which arise 
fromm a dependence upon im- 
pulses, frames and feelings ; they 
have been taught to prove them- 
selves by the law and the testimre- 
ny. The peculiar doctrines of 


” 


grace have generally been -well 
relished, and when difficulties 
occurred, they have easily been 
removed by free conversation : I 
have generally found them teach- 
able and willing to submit to the 
decision of the scriptures. This 
has been the more happy, as at- 
tempts have been made to preju- 
dice the minds of some, by cavill- 
ing against the doctrines of grace 
as inconsistent with moral agen- 
cy and the use of means, or by 
misrepresenting them as leading 
to licentiousness. It has beena 
standing rule with us to have no 
collision with those who differ 
from us, and to declare the truth 
without a reference to the senti- 
ments of others.——This has had a 
very favourable effect, for, altho’ 
it has not stopped the mouths of 
guinsayers, it has led serious 
seekers to think more favourably 
of the doctrines of grace. The 
doctrines which I have mention- 
ed are those which have been em- 
braced by the converts—lIt is dif- 
ficult to tell what doctrines have 
been found most comfortable, as 
there has beena considerable va- 
riety of exercises of mind—I be- 
lieve, however, that the all-suffi- 
ciency of the Saviour, the un- 
speakable love of God in the gift 
of him, and the freeness of the 


grace of God in the salvation of 


sinners, have had the greatest 
effect to comfort—But as various 
doctrines have in the first in- 
stance been applied. to the con- 
viction of the sinner, so have dif- 
ferent truths at different times 
been blessed to the comfort of 
the soul. 

Under the first. deep impres- 
sions, those who have been exer- 
cised by them have been very 
earnest and importunate in firay- 
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er==They have also been very 
constant in their attendance upon 
the means, of grace, and free in 
conversing upon the state of their 
souls—their state of mind has of- 
ten been indicated by great sad- 
ness and depression of counte- 
nance ; some were bowed down 
and distressed for weeks in suc- 
cession ; others.were brought to 
the enjoyment of peace and com- 
fort in afew days—-I have also 


‘yemarked that those whose minds 


have been seriously exercised, 
were fond of being together— 
Similarity of situation created fel- 
lowship of feeling—I have. fre- 
quently spent from one to two 
hours in conversation with them 
after meeting, and often had 


difficulty in sending them away 


from the place of meeting-+1 be- 
lieve I could have kept them to- 
gether all night on some: occa- 
sions. They have been very 
earnest in prayer for their pas- 
tor, beseeching the Lord to spare 
and support him, and lay liberal- 
ly to his hands of the words of e- 
ternal life. The conduct of those 
who heve made a profession, or 
been brought to entertain a hope, 
has generally been humble and 
exemplary--I. believe they are 
all much engaged in prayer, and 
seeking to grow in grace and 


‘ehristian» knowledge—In many 


instances their growth is) very 
manifest—The scriptures are 
much read and when they meet 
with difficulties they are very 
ready to ask explunations——T hey 
appear to be sensible that: they 
are and can be saved by grace a- 
Jone, through faith, and that pot 
of themselves, it is the gift of 
God--The righteousnessof Christ 
is very precious to them. There 


are a number who give hopes of 
being very useful in the church ; 
three and perhaps four, contem- 
plate the gospel ministry ; two of 
them have been pursuing classi- 
cal studies for some time. I 
have generally great rerson to be 
satisfied with their walk and coli 
versation. 

It cannot be that sucha work 
should not have a considerable ef- 
fect on society generally~—It very 
early attracted public attention— 
For more.than two months the 
world stood looking on with si- 
lent astonishment, and scarcely a 
word was uttered aguinst it—But 
since that time they have talked 
very freely. Some have called 
us enthusiastic~-others, mad — 
Some have attributed the effect 
to the efferts of the ministers— 
others call the whole a delusion. 

Of this, however, we are cer- 
tain; religion generally 1s more 
respected than ever it was; its 
ordinances are better atiended, 
and the morals of society are 
much improved. We have much 
less profane swearing, tavern- 
haunting, gambling, drunkenness 
and sabbath breaking—Religion 
has become a subject of general 
conversation, and sinners are less 
bold and.open in their wicked- 
ness—So much general scrious- 
ness has never before been wit- 
nessed among us; and the cir- 
cumstance of having so many 
brought to the knowledge of the 
truth.in early life, gives a hope 
that the cause of God will long 
live and flourish here. It will be 
as sult to preserve the mass of 
community from corruption in 
time to come... The cause oi 
God is greatly strengthened in 
this quarter, and many fervent 
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prayers. are offered up for its 
prosperity to the ends of the 
world, 

In January we received forty 
four into the communion of the 
church--—during the present 
month we have received forty- 
four more. It is hoped that a- 
bout one hundred and ten have 
been brought to the knowledge 
of the truth in our congregation 
alone, and probably nearly as ma- 
ny more in the other congrega- 
tions in this place—A number 
still appear to be anxiously seck- 
ing the Lord; and we still hear 
of new cases of awakening, tho’ 
not so frequently as heretofore. 
Within a week or two I think the 
attention has increased. | At first 
it was confined to the village but 
has since extended to two dis- 
tricts in the country, from one of 
which we have received sixmem- 
hers, and the other two. The 
work is the Lord’s, and it is mar- 
vellous in our eyes. How long 
it will continue, or what the fi- 
nal result may be, HE alone 
knows. With him I would leave 
it, and. to him be all the glory. 
In the course of this revival I 
have had abundant reason to feel 
myself a mere earthern vessel 
which He condescends to use, 
but which he can easily dispense 
with. 

From this narrative, you will 
readily perceive, dear brethren, 
that the Lord has visited this 
place, and especially this con- 
gregation with loving kindness 
and tender mercy. He hasbeen 
to us as dew and rain from hea- 
ven, watering. our farched fields, 
and making them .to bring forth 
abundanily.----His dealings with 
this church and people for six 
years past have been marvellous 


---then it consisted of about forty 
members, and three hundred and 
one have since been received in- 
to its communion, chiefly from 
the wide world.~-He has laid us 
under infinite obligations of love, 
and gratitude, and praise. O that 
his blessing may be upon us iv 
time to come, as it has been. in 
days that are past, and even more 
abundantly. With him is the 
residue of the Spirit---O that He 
mey be poured out upon you mr 
beloved brethren, and your peo- 
ple, until you shall say, ‘¢ It is en- 
cough, Lord, itis enough.” With 
ardent prayers, that an abundant 
blessing, from God, our heaven- 
ly Father, and Jesus Christ, our 
divine and ever blessed Redeem- 
er, through the effectual opera- 
tion of the Holy Ghost, may rest 
upor you, and your, people, and 
the Israel of God, forever, 1 sub- 
scribe myself, 
Your affectionate fellow-laborer 
and brother in the Gospel. 
CORNELIUS C. CUYLER, 


Poughkeepsie, Afiril 24, 1815. 
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The following Reror7 of the Revival 
of Religion in Princeton College, 
was presented to the board of Trus- 
tees, at their meeting, on the Ath 
day of April last, by Dr. Grezn, 
President of that Lnstitution.—Ep. 


A REVIVAL OF RELIGION IN THE 


COLLEGE. 


On this subject I have thought 
it my duty to make a correct, 
though it must be. a very sum- 
mary, statement to the board; 
both because the subject is im- 
portant and interesting in itself, 
and because imperfect and erro- 
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neous accounts respecting it have 
been circulated. 


For nearly a year past——that 
jis, since the commencement of 
the last summer session—a very 
large proportion of the students 
have attended on all the religious 
exercises and instructions of the 
college with more than ordinary 
seriousness ; and the minds of 
some of them, as now appears, 
were ripening, through this whole 
period, for what has since taken 
place. There was nothing more 
apparent, however, for six weeks 
after the cotnamencement of the 
present session,* than an increase 
of this serious attention ‘to the 
religious duties of college ; an in- 
crease both of the degree of se- 
riousness, and of the number of 
those in whom it was visible. Ev- 
ery religious service, both on 
secular days and.on the sabbath, 
was attended with a solemnity 
which was sensible and impres- 
sive. Inthis manner the revival 
commenced, or rather became 
apparent, in the second week of 
January, without any unusual oc- 
currence in providence ;---with- 
out any alarming event, without 
any extraordinary preaching, 
‘without any special instruction, 
or other means that might be 
supposed peculiarly adapted to 
interest the mind. The divine 
influence seemed to descend like 
the silent dew of heaven; and in 


* The winter session of the college 
commences six weeks afer the last 
Wednesday of September, and contin- 
nes ti!| the first Thursday after the se- 
cond Tuesday of April. The semmer 
‘session commences four weeks after 
ihe last mentioned period, and contin- 


“nes till the last Wednesday of Septem- 


ber, which is the day of the annual 
commencement. 


about four weeks there were very 
few individuals in the college edi- 
fice who were not deeply im- 
pressed with a sense of the im- 
portance of spiritual and eternal 
things. There was scarcely 2 
room---perhaps not one---which 
was not a place of earnest secret 
devotion. For a time it appear- 
ed as if the whole of our charge 
was pressing into. the kingdom 
of God ; so that at length the in- 
quiry, in regard to them, was, not 
who was engaged about religion ? 
but who was not ?---After this 
state of things had continued, 
without much variation, for about 
two months, it became . manifest 
that a change was taking place- 
Some were becoming confirmed 
in the hopes and habits of evan- 
gelical piety ; some were yet se- 
rious, thoughtful and prayerful, 
though perhaps not in so. great a 
degree, or at least not so appa- 
rently, as once they had been; 
while some were. plainly Josing 
the impressions which they had 
lately felt. And such has con- 
tinued to be the state of this in- 
teresting concern to the time of 
making this report. The result 
is, that there are somewhat more 
than forty students, in regard to 
whom, so far as the time elapsed 
will permit us.to judge, favora- 
bie hopes may be entertained 
that they have been made the sub- 
jects of renewing grace. Per- 
haps there are twelve or fifteen 
more, who still retain such pro- 
mising impressions of religion as 
to authorise a hope that the issue, 
in regard to most of them, may 
be favorable. And nearly the 
whole of the remainder show a 
great readiness to attend on ail 
the social exercises of religion ; 
not only on those which are sta- 
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ted and customary, but those 


which are occasional, and the at- - 


tendance on which is entirely 
voluntary. Thus, of the students 
who are now in the college, a ma- 
jority* may be viewed as hope- 
fully pious ; and a large propor- 
tion of the residue appear to pos- 
sess much tenderness of con- 
science, and show a very desira- 
ble regard to religious duties and 
obligations. 

lt has already been intimated 
that this revival of religion com- 


menced without noise, and with- 


out any other means than those 
which had been a considerable 
time inuse. But having thought 
it my duty to converse with my 
pupus, as often as they requested 
it, at the time when their minds 
were filled with anxious fears 
and inquiries ; and also to exam- 
ine them individually and careful- 
ly, since hope has, in some mea- 
sure, succeeded to fear; 1 have 
had a favorable opportunity to in- 
quire, and have attentively, in- 
quired, after the. instrumental 
causes of this revival, as indicat- 
ed by the views and feelings of the 
parties concerned. Four such 
causes appear to have had a man- 
ifest agency--- 


t. And chiefly, the study of the 
Holy Scriptures ;{ accompanied 
with comments on the portion 


* The whole number of studerts in 
the clacses of the co!l'ege is one hun- 
dred and five; of whom twe've were 
professors of religion when the :evival 
bezan. 


+ For more than two years, the 
Holy Seriptures had heen made the 
subject of as regniar study and ex- 
amination as the classies, the mathe- 
maticsorphiiosophy. The afternoon 
ofthe Lord’s day was appropriated 
unifocmiy to the recitation of a cer- 
tain mumber of the studeniy, taken 


ted. 


read, and a practical application 
of the leading truths contained in 
it- God has remarkably honour- 
ed and blessed his own word.--- 
Strange as it may seem, this stu- 
dy of the Bible has always been a 
favourite one among the youth of 
the college, not excepting the 
most gay and dissipated. Pains 
have, indeed, been taken to ren- 
der it interesting ; but the degree 
in which it has been so, has been 
truly surprising. And, under 
the divine blessing, it has served 
to enlighten and instruct the 
youth in their’ duty; it has ren- 
dered their minds solemn and 
tender, beyond what they were 
themselves aware of at the time ; 
it has given them a deep rever- 
ence for the truths of divine reve- 
lation ;* it has qualified them. to 
hear preaching with advantage ; 
and at length revealed truth has, 
we trust, been powerfully and ef- 
fectually applied to their con- 
sciences, by the Spirit by whom 
it was endited. 

2. The circumstancesin which 
the studenis have lately attended 
on public worship have been pe- 


culiarly favourable to their reli- 


promiscuously (for all were required 
to be prepared) on five chapters of the 
Bible, assigned to them the preceding 
week. The recitation was always ac- 
companied with expositions, critical 
remarks, and a practical application. 


The exercise was concluded with pray- 


er and singing, and was considered as 
the afternoon religious service of the 
college. In the morning, public wor- 
Ship, im ihe usual form, was celebra- 


* In the month of February, 1813, 
a Bible Society was instituted in the 
college, composed of the literary and 
theological students indiscriminately. 
It has been very active im distributing 
Bibles gratuitously, especially to the 
soldiers and sailors of our country. 
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gious improvement. They have 
worshipped, in consequence of 
the burning of the church in this 
place, in the prayer hall of the 
college, for more than two years 
past. For about eight¢en months 
they have worshipped separately 
from the people of the town ; and 
have, with the theological stu- 
dents, who joined them partially 
at first and generally of late, form- 
ed an andience or congregation 
by themselves. This has given 
an opportunity, which has been 
carefully improved, to choose 
such subjects and adapt such a 
manner, In preaching to them, as 
appeared best calculated to arrest 
their attention. Appropriate ad- 
dresses have frequently been 
made, and the service has, in all 
respect, been conducted witha 
special view to their advantage 
and religious edification. | In 
these circumstances, they have 
felt an unusual interest in the so- 
lemnities of the sanctuary---they 
‘have feit that they were the par- 
ties directly and particularly con- 
cerned in these solemnities ; and 
‘the good effects of this sentiment 
have been incalculably great, and 
were very apparent before the re- 
vival was visible. Ina word, this 
mode of conductine public wor- 
ship must be considered as hav- 
ing been a powerful instrumental 
cause, both in producing an awa- 
kened attention to religion at first, 


‘and in cherishing it through the 


whole of its progress. 

3. The effect of moral disci- 
pline has been manifestly fuvour- 
able to this revival. ‘This disci- 
pline, vigorously and vigilautty 
maintained, has preserved the 
youth, generally, from those prac- 
tices, habits and vicious indul- 
gencies, which counteract, dissi- 
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pate, and destroy all serious and 
religious impressions. Jt has 
had an influence in preventing 
that hardness of heart and insen- 


sibility of conscience, which are 


the natural’ and usual effects of 
unrestrainedvice. It has formed 
a practical testimony against the 
moral vileness of several things 
which youth are apt to consider, 
if not as eh:irely innocent yet, as 
evidences of manliness and spirit. 
After many efforts to resist these 
effects of discipline, by the least 
virtucus’ part of the college, the 
attempt was seen to be vain ; and 
it was clearly perceived that the 
effects mentioned were sensiblv 
feit, by the great mass of the stu- 
dents, before the revival. lt was 
also very noticeable that the re- 
vival miade its appearance with 
an act of discipline. A student 
(one of three dismissed at the 
same time) was almost immedi- 
ately seized with a remorse of 
conscience and angvish of mind 
that were very affecting—He has 
since become hopefully pious. — 
But before any thing of this was 
known in the college, the re- 
m*iks which were made wher 
the dismission ‘of the three stu- 
dents was announced, seemed iu 
produce a powerful effect ona 
number ; and during that wee:. 


‘feelings and exercises which had, 


in a certain degree, loug exisred 
in secret, could no longer be con- 
cealed. Nearly atihe same time, 
an admonition, given im private, 
was remarkably blessed to the 
individual concerned. 

4. The few pious youth who 
were members of coliege before 
the revival, were bappiiy inst:t- 
mental ip promoting it. ‘They 
had, fer more then a yeer, been 
earmestiy engaged in raver for 
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his event.. When they perceiv- 
ed the general and increasing se- 
riousness, which has been notic- 
ed, several of them made an a- 
ereement to speak, privately and 
tenderly, totheir particular hicnds 
and acquaintance, on the subject 
of religion. And what. they said 
was, in 2lmost every insisnce, 
not only weil received, but those 
with whom they conversed be- 
ame immediately and earnestly 
engaged in those exercises which, 
it is hoped, have issued in gen- 
uine piety. A public f 
of religion, made by two oi the 
students who had been a good 


wotesston 


while thouehtfui. had also, at this 
time, much iifluence apparently, 
heth in producing and deepening 
impressions it: many others. 

The special means made use 
of to promote and cherish this 
revival,besides the circumstances 
already menuoned, were the fol- 
lowing-—-A short address on the 
subject of religion was made, af- 
ter prayers. ob every Saturday 
cvening. In preaching on the 
Lord’s dey morning, subjects 
were selected suited tothe exist- 
ing state of the college—in Yils 
particular we are deeply indebted 
io the Theological proiessors, 
who have generally conducted 
the morning service. A particular 
reference was often mice to the 
religiovs atiention which had 
heen excited among the stucents, 
in the remarks which accompa- 
nied their Bible recitations. <A 
weekly lecture, intended fur the 
students exclusively, was given 
by myself, on every Tuesday eve- 
ning. A social prayer meeting 
was held, of every Friday even- 
ing, at which one of the Theo- 
logical professors com: monly made 
an address. <A family prayer 


> 


[ Sunn 


meeting (as the students called 
it) was, every evening, held a- 
mong themselves, at which a 
large proportion of the whole col- 
lege attended. Smaller and more 
select associations for prayer 
were also formed. The individ- 
uals whose minds were anxious 
and labouring, were, as often as 
they recuested it, carefully con- 
versed and prayed with in pri- 
vate—in this service I am to ac- 
knowledge the assistance recely- 
ed from the professors of the 
seminary, from their pupiis, and 
from the pious students of the 
college. Finally, writings cf ap- 
proved character, on doctrinal and 
practical religion, were pointed 
out and recommended to the pe- 
rusal oi the students ; and a short 
system of questions and counsel, 
which I herewith submit, was 
drawn up by myself, for the use 
of these who began to cherish 
the hope that they had entered 
on a life of practical piety. 

Haying thus. mentioned the 

hicf instrumental causes of this 
revival, and the means used to 
cherish It, to guard it, and to di- 
rectit, ishall conclude my report 
on this subject with a few short 
remaiks, oficred with a view to 
give a correct apprehension of 
its nature and character. 

i. It has been, so far as I am 
able to judge, remarkably free 
from extravagance and enthusi- 
asm. | I know of nothing, in re- 
gard to this revival, that I think 
would be called extravagant or 
enthusiastic, by any one who re- 
ally believes in the great doc- 
trines of the protestant reforma- 
tion. Particular pains were ear- 
ly taken to guard against the evil 
here contemplated; and, by the 
divine blessing, they have been 
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made so successful that I am not 
acquainted with a single incident 
or occurrence, indicative of in- 
temperate feeling or conduct, 
that we are called to regret. 

2. There has been no sectari- 
an spirit accompanying or min- 
gling with this revival. There 
are students in the college be- 
longing to four or five different 
denominations of christians. At 
first, there appeared to be some 
apprehension in the minds of 
those who were not presbyterians, 
Jest they should be drawn into a 
union with this denomination, if 
they yielded to the sentiments 
and feelings which began to be 
prevalent. But I told them, in 
the first address that | made to 
them on a Tuesday evening, that 
it was my fixed purpose to incul- 
cate no doctrMe or tenet that was 
not found in all the public ortho- 
dox creeds of protestant Chris- 
tendom—that I was indeed ear- 
nestly desirous. that they should 
all become real practical chris- 
tians, but that I had no wish to. 
make a single proselyte. ‘This, 
I believe, removed every appre- 
hension—and the intimation then 
given has been sacredly regarda- 
ed: Not a single thing has been 
said by myself, nor, Iam persuad- 
ed, by the Theologicarprofessors 
who have preached to them, that 
has had any intentional tendency 
toward proselytism. On the con- 
trary, every thing has been gen- 


eral. The great catholic doc# 


trines of the gospel have been 
exclusively incuicated. It is be- 
lieved that there is not an indt- 
vidual of the college who would, 
if questioned, complain that he 


has, in any Instance, felt himself 


pressed with opinions which in- 


terfered with his educational 
creed. 

S. There has been no neglect 
of study. A report was circula- 
ted that stadywas had aside in the 
college to attend to rehgion— 
nothing could be more false. Study 
has probably never been pursucd 
with more diligence and success. 
Our pupiis were informed that 
if, at any parucular recitation, an 
individual should find that his 
mind had been so exercised as 
lot to permit him to get his les- 
son, he shouJd, en application to 
his teacher, be specially excu- 
sed; and this indulgence has been 
frequently asked and granted.— 
But net a single recitation of a 
class has been omitted ; and eve- 
ry individual lesson or recitation, 
incidentaliy omitted, has been 
strictly required to be made up 
for the quarterly and semi-annual 
examinations. It was carly and 
earnestly inculcated on the yout 
of the college, that not only did 
christian duty require as regular 
an attention as possible to all the 
lawful concerns of life, but that 
their minds would act more vig- 
oreusly and more correctly on re- 
ligious subjects, and in religious 
duties, if a saitubie portion of 
their ume should be diligently 
cm ployed in their proper studies. 

4. there have becn no com- 
pulsory exercises. Every thing, 
beyond the stated religious in- 


structions and duiles of the col-# 


lege in ordinary times, has been 
periectiy voluatary ; unless the 
short address, on Suturday even- 
ing after prayers, may De consid- 
ered as aslicht exception. No 
one has suffered either censure 
or reproach, who chose tobe ab- 
sent irom any religious exercise 
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or engagement Which had its ori - 
#10 in this revival. 

Such, gentlemen, is the state- 
ment which I have judged it 
proper to make to you, in regard 
to a work which, in its salutary 
efficiency, has been all of God ; 
and the whole praise of which is 
to be ascribed, most unfeignedly, 
to Him alone. 





QUESTIONS AND COUNSEL FOR 


THE STUDENTS OF NASSAU 
HALL, WHO HOPE THAT A 


WORK OF SAVING GRACE 
BEEN WROUGHT 
HEARTS. 


HAS 
UvON LI HEIR 


Questions. 

1. Have youseen yourself to be by 
nature and by practice, a lost and 
helpless siuner? Have you not only 
seen the sinfulmess of particular acts of 
transgression, but also that your heart 
as the seat and jountain of sin ?—That 
yn you, naturally, thereis no good 
thing ? Hasa view of this led yuu to 
despair of help from yourself? To 
see that you must be altogether in- 
debited to Christ for saivation, and to 
the gracious aid of the Holy Spirit 
jor strength and ability iightiy to 
perform anv duty ? 

®) On what has your hope of ac- 
ceptance with God been founded ?— 
‘On your reformation ? on your sor- 
row tor your sins? on your prayers ? 
ou your tears ? on your good works 
and relgious observances ?—or hay it 
been on Christ alone, as your all m 
all? Has Chrest ever appeared very 
vrecious to. you? Do you mornin 
that he does not appear more so ? 
Have you sometimes ielt gieat free- 
dom to commit yeur soul to him ? 
in doing this Gf you have dene it 


Revival of Retigion in Princeton College. 


temptation to it ? 


get the victory over it? 
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you watch against it, and against 
Do you strive 
against it, and in some good degree 
Have you 
s0 repented of it as to have your soul 
really set against it ? 

4. Have you counted the cost of 
followimg Christ, or of bemg truly 
religious ? ‘That it will cut you off 
from vain amusements, from the in- 
duigence of your lusts, and from a 
sinful confo:mity to the world ? 
‘That it may expose you to ridicule 
and contempt ’—possihly to more 


serious persecution? Inthe view of 


all these things, are you willing to 
take up the cross, and to follow 
Christ, whitherscever he shall lead 
yeu? Isit your solemn purpose, m 
reliance on his grace and aid, to 
cleave to him, and to his cause and 
peop'e, to the end of file ? 

5. Do you leve holiness ? Do you 
love a Holy God, and because he ts 
holy ? Do you earnestly desire to 
he more and more conformed to God 
and to lis holy law ? ‘To bear more 
and more the jikeness of your Re- 
deemer? Do you seek, and some- 


times find, communion with your 
God and Saviour ? 
' 6. Are you resolved, im Ged’s 


strength, to endeavour conscientiously 
to perform your whole duty—ito God, 
to your neighbeur, and to yourseli ? 
Do you pertoim common and rela- 
tive duties cop:cientiously, as part of 
the duty which you owe to God ? 

7. Do you make conscience of se- 
cret prayer daily? De you not 
sometimes feel a backwardness to 
thisduty ? Do you at other tmmes 
icela great delight in it? Have you 
a set time, and place, and order of 
exercises, for performing this duty ? 

8. Do you daily read a postion of 
the Hely Scriptures, m a devout 
manner? Do you love to read the 
Bible? Do you ever perceive a 


has it been, not only to be delivere@™ sweeiness in the t:uths of Holy Scrip- 


from the punishment due to yoursirs, 


but - trom the power, pollution, 
ComMm@E and exisieuce of sin IN your 
soul? 


3. As far as you know yourself, do 
you haie, and desiie to be delivered 
from, all sin—without any exception 
of a favorite lust? Do you pray 
much to be delivered from ou? Do 


ture? Do you find them adapted to 
your necestires, and see, at times, a 
vworderful beauty, excellence and g'o- 
ry in God’s word? Do you make 
it the man of vour ceunsel, and er- 
deavour to have both your beart and 
life corformed to its doctiines and 
“rec wisitaons ? 
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9, Have you ever attempted to cov- 
enant with God? ‘To give yourself 
away to him, solemnly and irrevoca- 
bly, hoping for acceptance through 
Christ alone; and taking God, in 
Christ, as the covenant God, and sat- 
isfying portion, of your soul ? 

10. Dues the glory of God ever ap- 
pearto you as the first, greatest and 
best, of ali objects ? Do you derive 
to promote the glory of God, as the 
chief object of hife ? 

11. Do you feel a love to mankind 
—such as you did noticel before you 
became religious ? Have you a great 
desire that thesouls of men should be 
raved, by being brought to a genuine 
faith and trusiim the Redeemer ? Do 
vou love Gou’s people with a peculiar 
attachment—because they bear their 
Saviour’s image ? and because they 
love and pursue the objects, and de- 
light in the exercises, which are most 
pleasing and delightful to yourself ? 
Do you, from your heart, forgive al} 
your persona! enemics, and refuse to 
cherish or entertain any sentiments of 
hatred or revenge ? If youhave in- 
jured any person, have you made 
reparation; Or are you ready and 
Willing to make it ? 

12. Do you feel itto be very im- 
portant to adorn religion, by a holy, 
exemplary, amiable and blameless 
walk and conversation? Do you 
fear to bimg a reproach on the cause 
of Christ 2? Does this appear to you 
extremely dreadful ? Are you afiaid 
of backsliding, ang of being feit to 
return to a state of carelessness auc in- 
difference in Religion ? 

13. Do you desire and endeavour to 
grow in grace, and in the knowledge 
of Christ your Saviour, more and 
more? Are you willing to sit at his 
feet as a jittle child, and to submit 
your reason and understanding, im- 
plicitly, to his teaching ; imploring 


his spirit to guide you into ali necess 


sary truth, to save you from all fatal 

errors, to enab.e you io receive the 

truth in the Jove of ii, and to trans- 

form you, more and movie, into a 
ceness to himself ? 


Counsel. 


1. Remember that these questions 
are intended to poimi your uttention 
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to subjects of inquiry the most. im- 
portant. Do not, therefore content 
yourself With a careess,or cursory 
reading of them. Read and deliber- 
ate, and examine yourself closely, on 
the questions under each head; and 
let your heart be lifted up to God, 
whi'e you ave considering each par- 
ticular question, In earnest desires 
that he may show you the very truth. 
You cannot ordinarily go over ail 
these questions at one time. Divide 
them therejore, and take one part at 
one time, and another at another. 
But try to go over the whole in the 
course of a week ; and do this every 
week, for some months. When you 
find yourself doubtful or deficient, in 
any potat, let it not discourage you; 
but noie d that point in writing, 
aml bend the atiention of vour mind 


to it, and labour and pray till you” 


shal] have made the atiainment which 
will enable youto answer clearly. It 
is bebeved that you cannot fail to see 
how each question Ought to be an- 
swered, 

2. Remember that secret prayer, 
yeading the word of God, watehful- 
ness, and self examination, are the 
gieat means of preserving comfort im 
religion, and of growin’ in grace. in 
proportion as you are exact and faith- 
ful in these, such, usually, will be 
yourinward peace, and the safety of 
your staie. Upite them a!! together, 
und never cease to practice them While 
you live. ‘Think ofien of the char- 
acter of Enoch, and try to walk with 
God--Read Masow’s little hook on 
self knowledge, [ recommend it as 
exccilent. 

5S. Besides the Bible, have con. 
stantly im reading, at your leisure 
hours, rome Authors of known pie- 
ty and excellence. Read Owen’s 
works, Baxtews Saints’ Rest, Dodd- 
radge’s Works, Watt’s works, With- 
erspoon’s works, Newten’s works, 
Scott’s Works, Venn’s Whole [juty 
of Man, The Christiau UO bserver, &c. 
&e. % ft 7 
4. Do not suppore that” any evi- 
dence which, at present, you may 
think you possess, of a gracious 
staie, will re’ease you from the ne- 
cessiiy of maintaining a constant 
vigienee in time to comme; nor fiom 
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repeated examinations and trials of 
yourself even to the end of Ilife---- 
Many marks and evidences of a gra- 
cious state are set down by pions 
writers. But they must a!] come to 
this—to ascertain what is your prev- 
alent temper and character—Whe- 
ther, on the whole, You are increas- 
ing in sanctification, or not? If 
you are, you may be comforted ; 
if not, you have cause to be alarni- 
ed. It is only he that endureth to 
the end that shal! be saved. 

5. I think it of very great im- 
portance to warn you not to uma- 
gine that true religion is confined to 
the closet or to the charch ; even 
though you apprehend that you have 
great comfert and f om there. 
Freedom and comfort ‘there are, in- 
deed, most desirable ; bat true reli- 
gion reaches to every thing. Tt allers 
and sweetens the temper. It improves 
the manners. lt goes into every duty, 
relation, station and situation of life. 
If you have true religion, you will 
have a better spirit, you will be bet- 
ter sons, better scholars, better friends, 
better members of society, and more 
exemplary in the discharge of every 
duty, as the sure conseqnence of this 
invaiuable posession: And if your 
religion does not produce these eects, 
although you may talk of imvard 
comforts, and even of raptures, you 
havegreat reason to fear that the 
whole is a delusion, and that the root 
of the matteris notin you. ‘ Heve- 
in (said the Saviour) is my father 
glorified, that ye bear much fruit, so 
shallye be my discip'es.” 

6. Be careful to avoid a gloomy, 
and to cheri-h a cheerful temper. Be 
habitually cheerful; but avoid levity. 
Mirth and langhter are not always 
sinful ; but let your indulgence in 
them be clearly innocent, not very 


‘frequent, and never of long continu. 


ance. Bevery humble. Be not talk- 
ative. Before experienced christians 
be a » vather than a talker. 
‘Tvy, im every way, however, to pro- 
mote religion among your relatives 
and frieuds. Win them to it, by 
your amiabie temper and exemplary 
deportment, ‘ Flee youthful lusts.” 
Shan every exci'ement of them.— 
Guard against dissipation ; it extin- 








guishes piety. Be not disconcerted 
by ridicule and reproach. Your Sa- 
viour bore much of these tor you. 
Think of this, and be ashamed of 
nothing so much as of being ashamed 
of him. ‘Trust in- his protection, 
live to his praise, and you will spend 
an eternity in his blissfal presence. 


MORAL SOCEETY OF COLUMBIA. 


On Monday the 29th May 
last, the Moral Society met in 
this City. Divine Service was 
attended at 2 o’clock P. M. and 
ah appropriate and excellent Ser- 
mon was delivered by the Rev. 
Jacosp Srexezs of Kinderhook, 
President of the Society, from 
exodus xxxii. 26. “ Who is on 
the Lord’s side, let him come 
tome.” <A collection was taken 
up for the benefit of the institu- 
tion. After the exercises were 
finished the Society procecded to 
business. 

A Report was made by the cor- 
responding Secretary and on 
motion, the following Resolu- 
tions were adopted— 


1. Resolved, That this Society 
do highly approve the formation 
of Auxiliary Societies* in this 
County—They also recommend 
to those places which have not 
formed themselves into such So- 
cieties, to do so with all conveni- 
ent despatch. 

2. Resolved, That this Society 


@A4eeb themselves encouraged to 


“proceed in the important and ar- 
duous duty in which they are en- 
yaged—and they desire tore- 


* Four have been formed—--i in 
Kinderhook, 1 in Canaan, 1 in Spen- 
certown and its Vicinity, and one in 
Livingston. 
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turn grateful thanks To THE 
GIVER OF EVERY GOOD THING 
for those indications of his provi- 
dence, which appear favourable 
to their success. 

3. Resolved, That the execu- 
tive committee meet on, or be- 
fore, the Ist of December next, 
and report to this Society, at their 
annual Meeting, the state and 
progress of the exertions making 
in this County to attain the ob- 
jects of this institution, and to 
suggest such plans as they may 
consider useful to the general 
welfare of the Society, and the 
cause of Holiness and good mor- 
als. After which, the Society 
passed the following votes— 

|. That the Rev. Azariau 
Cuarxk of Canaan preach before 
the Society at their next meeting, 
or, in case of his failure, the Rev. 
Jonn Monrss of Green River— 

2. That this Society adjourn 
to meet in Hudson on the’ tenth 
day of January 1816 at 1i o’clock 
A. M. 

The Rev. President suggested 
for the consideration of the So- 


ciety, the propriety of their en- 


caging in the distribution of Re- 
ligious Tracts upon those sub- 
jects which the Society have in 
view. It is hoped that this sub- 
ject will be deeply considered by 
the members, and that they will 
be prepared to act upon it at the 
annual meeting. It is extreme- 
ly interesting and deserves spe- 
cial notice, as well, from the con- 
sideration of its own zmfortance, 
as from the very resfectadle 
source from which it is derived— 

‘A few new members were add- 
ed to the Society at this meet- 


ing. 


AUXILIARY Morat Society 
or LIVINGSTON. 


At. a Meeting in the town of 
Livingston at the House of 
Jacob M. Fonda on Thursday 
the I1th day of May, 1815, 
held for the purpose of taking 
into consideration the expedi- 
ency of forming an Auxillary 
Society for the promotion of 
good Morals. 


Gen. Samuel Ten Broeck was 
chosen Chairman. 
Dr. John M’Clellan Secr’y. 


Resolved, That this meeting 
form themselves into an Auxili- 
ary Society for the promotion of 
virtue and the suppression of 
vice— 


Ressived, That the following 
persons be the Committee to 
draft a Constitution and report 
the same to the meeting. 

Rev. HerMaNn VEDDER, 
Joun Van Deusen, 
Fxuisna Hotty, Esq. 


After the Constitution was_re- 
ported and acopted by the 
meeting, the following persons 
were unanimously clected offi- 
cers for this year— 

Rev. Herman VEDDER, Pres’t. 

SAMUEL T Brotck, 2 Vice Pre- 

Joun M’CiELtEn, é sidents. 
EvisHa Horuy, Secretary, 
Joun Van Deusen, 7rcasurer, 


STURGEN SLOAN, Com- 
Tuomas DoLtorr mite 


’ James S. Livrnestron. tee. 


se, 

Resolved, That the » ite de 
ings of the meeting be oo: 
in two papers printed in this 
County and the Columbia Mag- 
azine. 


SamveEt Ten Broeck, Chair’n, 
Joun M’CLELLEN, Secretary. 
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POETRY. : & 
ihe * 
, FOR THE COLUMEIA MAGAZINE. f e 


THE STAR OF BETHLEHEM. 


Among the glories of the nicht, 
What orb is this, that sprinkles light 
As pure as orient gem ? 
It is the lamp of wisdom’s car— 
The eastern magic’s pioneer— 
The Star of Bethlehem. 


This youngest born of ether world 
The Almighty fiat formed 
And lit its golden beam— 
Stamp’d on its rays a Name divine, 
Then sent it down o’er earth to shine, 
The Star of Bethlehem. 


Not e’en the sun her course retards, 
No other mandate she regards 

But that of highest Heaven: 
As thro’ their spheres the stranger flew 
The sister planets stop to view 

The Star of Bethlehem. 


A heaven appointed guide she came 
To lead the magi to the plain 
Where Jesus had been born : 
Direct, their path her radience mark’d 
‘Yo where their Lord and Saviour laid— 
The Babe of Bethlehem. 


As o'er the place the star appear’d 
Its brightest glories forth it pour’d 
To praise her Maker’s name : 
Low tothe ground the magi bend 
And glad, adore the Babe that made 
The Star of Bethlehem. : 


Just as the morning-star retiring, 
; | Before the sun’s respJendent fires 
That guild the eastern realm ; 
So from before Emmanitel’s rays, 
. Fades into night and disappears, 
: ae 2 ibaa The Star of Bethlehem. D. 
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i. Our Correspondent D. will receive our thanks. His pieces will 
always be inserted with pleasure. 


2; | te * Our Patrons will much oblige us by paying our agents. We 


have advanced considerable sums, and have some engagements to 
meet which are pressing. 
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